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It has been a tradition in my family that each child and grandchild will receive 
our grandfather's diary on their fi9ieth birthday. His 365 days of entries was kept 
in his fi9ieth year: 1937. On my recent fi9ieth birthday, I eagerly awaited the 
arrival of this document from my brother, which was duly received. To my 
amazement, however, on the soon to follow Christmas, I also received from my 
sister a manuscript and edited book of poetry with the title, FATHER SAID:.  I 
had aPempted to read a gleaning of his works published posthumously by my 
grandmother, but had always found the style antiquated, and I was not a poetry 
buff by nature.  However, the raw nature of these two versions of the same effort 
immediately intrigued me. To see his handwriting and corrections, as well as his  
magnitude of thinking, was a treasure. I must confess the fascination I felt at the 
visual stimulus of seeing his name [my name sake] proudly printed on the 
frontispiece as well as all over the neatly trimmed envelopes on which many of 
the poems had originally been wriPen; this was, a9er all, the Great Depression. 

The other fact which caught my aPention was reference to the age of his father, 
puPing his birth in the mid 1840s, and the poem DEFEATING DEATH, 
referencing his great grandfather, someone unknown to me, but easily birthed in 
the 18th century, and yet so close to me by witness of this strange and beautiful 
document in my hands. 

While the title itself may not be "politically correct" at this point in time, the 
sentiments are universal, if not in reality, certainly in everyone's dreams. The 
format is in fact a vehicle for expressing not so much the exact words of his 
father, but rather his own philosophy and beliefs in what creates a beautiful and 
worthy life, much of which came from their experiences in the young pioneer life 
of Texas. There is great charm in these images of life on the prairie, but I have 
chosen to use poems for this song cycle that emphasize the universal rather than 
the specific. 

NOTES 

My great-grandfather seemed so far remote. 
Too vague to fancy him a life-like man. 
He was some mystic figure, always old, 
And never young, or given to the ways 
Of life as you and I, until at length 
My Father pointed out a huge pecan, 
Which he had planted in his passing year 
As though he wished to live, defeating Death. 
                                            Frank C. Wallace 

SHORT VERSION
My recommendation for a condensed version of the cycle, 

should time demand, is: I, II, VI, VII, IX, X, XII

DEFEATING DEATH 
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I.  The Stars
Frank A. Wallace
b. 1952, op. 28

poems by 
Frank C. Wallace, 1887-1951
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II.  The Fixed Course
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III.  Sand Dunes
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IV.  The Cage
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V.  The River
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VI.  Climbing Cliffs
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VII.  The Taste

VIII.  Pungent Odor
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IX.  Shall I Fret
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X.  Shade

XI.  Dusk
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Interlude

XII.  Tantalize your Troubles
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ṫurb.

.˙̇̇ œœ

.˙

.˙̇̇ œœ

∑

œ
3

2 œ œ.˙b
allargando

∑

4̇ œŒ ˙̇b

∑

.Ó̇ œœ
-

V

V

bbb

b b b

49 ∑
49 .˙̇̇ œœ

∑

˙ œŒ ˙b

∑

˙ œœ ˙b

∑

.˙̇ œ

∑

.˙̇ œ

∑

Œ
4

œ1 œ3.˙b

∑

œ0 œ1 œ3˙̇ Œ

∑

.˙
2
1

U
..˙̇π

faw • Father Said: • 25



V b 44 ‰ jœV

2

4 œ œ œ œ0‰ Jœœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
Adagio q = 56

p
. .˙2

1

jœV
2

4
0
1œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ

œ œ3 œ œ0 œ œ4 œ3 œ0œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ0
5

œœ œœ1 w
1

2œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ

V

V

b

b
45

45
44

44

5 ∑
5 .œ2

3

jœ œ œ œ œœœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœ

Ó ‰ œ œ œ
Cold winds May

wœœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ

˙ œ œ œ œ œ œ
chill the deep est mar row

wœœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ

- -

V

V

b

b
44

44
43

43
45

45

8

œ œ œ .˙
of our bones

8 wœœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ

Ó .

œ œ œ ˙œœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ

Œ ‰ jœ œ œ
But they are

œ œ œ ˙œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ

V

V

b

b

45

45
44

44

11 ˙ œ œ œ œ œ œ
nev er quite so cold when

11 ww04
2
1

Œœœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ

œ œ œ œ Ó
faced For friends.

.œ jœ œ œ œ œ œ œœœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ

Œ ‰ jœ œ œ œ œ
when faced For friends.

œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ

-

V

V

b

b

14 ∑
14 ˙ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ
œœœ œœ œœ œœ œœœ œœœ œ

Œ ‰ jœ œ œ œ œ
when faced For friends.

.˙25 Œ..˙̇0

w

œ .˙œ1 œ
2

.˙w
4

faw • Father Said: • 26

XV.  Cold Winds



V

V

b

b

86

86

..

..

.œ .œ
When Aunt

Ó .

Allegro q = 120

F
œ œ œ œ jœ

Tab
seemed

i
her
tha

pal
came

sied
to

.œ .œ..œœ ..œœF

œ jœ œ jœ
hands
spend

were
the

timed
day

To
She

.œ .œ..œœ ...œœœ

œ jœ œ jœ
catch

brought
the
her

stitch
yarns

es
to

.œ .œ...œœœ ...œœœ

- -
- -

V

V

b

b

..

..

5 œ jœ œ jœ
for
knit gray

her knits
socks

and
and

5 .œ .œ...œœœ ...œœœ

1.

œ jœ .œ
rib Them black.

1.

œ jœ œ jœ...˙̇̇

∑

œ jœ œ jœ
Jœ
œ .œ

∑

œ œ œ œ
jœ

Œ . .œ
It

œ
jœ œ jœ

V

V

b

b

10 2.

.œ Œ jœ
purls, Though

10 2.

œ jœ œ jœ...˙̇̇

œ jœ œ jœ
they were wrinkl ed

œ jœ œ jœ
Jœ
œ .œ

œ jœ œ jœ
as her bon y

œ jœ œ jœ
Jœ
œ .œ

.˙
face.

œ œ œ œ
jœ

Œ . .œ
That

œ
jœ œ jœ

- -

V

V

b

b

15 œ jœ œ jœ
she might catch her

15 .œ .œ..œœ ..œœ

œ jœ œ jœ
breath from slight fa

.œ .œ..œœ ...œœœ

œ jœ œ jœ
tigue She lit her

.œ .œ...œœœ ...œœœ

œ jœ œ jœ
small dirt daub er

.œ .œ...œœœ ...œœœ

œ jœ œ jœ
pipe with coals She

œ jœ œ jœ...˙̇̇
- - -

faw • Father Said: • 27

XVI.  Aunt Tabitha



V

V

b

b

20

œ jœ œ jœ
bal anced on the

20

œ jœ œ jœ
Jœ
œ .œ

œ jœ œ jœ
pok er from the

œ jœ œ jœ
Jœ
œ .œ

.˙
hearth.

œ œ œ œ
jœ

Ó .

œ œ œ
œ œ œ

Ó .

œ œ œ œ
jœ

Œ . .œ
My

œ œ œ
œ œ œ

- -

V

V

b

b

26

œ jœ œ jœ
broth er thought it

26

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ jœ œ jœ
strange that trem bling

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ jœ œ jœ
hands Could turn the

œ œ œ œ œ œ

.˙
trick.

œ œ œ
œ œ œ

∑
œ œ œ œ1

3

œ3 œ0
- -

V

V

b

b

42

42

31 ∑
31

œ œ œ Jœœ œ

∑

œœ jœ œ œ œ

Œ . ‰ . .Jœ
"Her

Jœœ œ ..œœ2
4

0

Recitativo

f
œ œ œ œ

phy sick grows for

˙̇30 ˙̇

˙
worse,"

œœ œœ1 œœ1 œœ
3

0

3

‰ jœ œ œ œ œ
Our Moth er said to

˙˙̇
3
4
0

‰ Jœ
œ œ

- -

V

V

b

b

n

n

37

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
Fath er af ter Aun ty le@,

37 œ œ œ œ˙̇̇

Œ ‰ Jœ
"I

‰ ..œœ˙

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
doubt if she is here when a corns

˙̇
˙

œ ‰ jœ
fall." "Or

‰ ..œœ˙

- - - -

V

V

b

b

41

œ œ œ œ œ œ
rise of grass in A pril,"

41 œœ ‰ jœ
œ œ œ

Œ ‰ jœ
Fath

œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

.œ œ œ œ
er said In

œ œ œ œœ œ œ

œ œ œ
sol emn mood.

œ œ œ œ
œ œ

œ

- - -

faw • Father Said: • 28



V

V

b

b

45 ∑

45 œ2
3
1

œ4 œ4 œ2œœ Œ˙

∑

œ3 œ œ œœœ Œ
˙

∑

˙ œ1 œ1 œ
2
œ4

.œ J‚
3

Larghetto q = 70

P
Œ ‰ jœ

Long

˙ œ œ œ
œ

.œ J‚
P

œ œ œ œ œ
since I have for got

˙ œ œ œ œ1
.œ J‚

-

V

V

b

b

50 .œ œ œ
When Aunt

50

˙ œ œ œ œ
.œ J‚

œ œ œ œ
Ta bi tha passed,

˙ œ œ œ œ4
2

.œ
J‚5 5

œ ‰ jœ
at

˙ œ œ œ
œ

.œ
J‚

œ œ œ
a corn fall

˙ œ œ œ
œ4

.œ
J‚3
4 5

œ ‰ jœ
Or

˙ œ œ œ
œ

.œ
J‚

- - -

V

V

b

b

55 œ œ œ
rise of grass.

55

˙ œ œ œ œ
.œ

J‚
˙

˙ œ œ œ
œ

.œ
J‚

Ó

˙ œ œ œ
œ

.œ
J‚

‰ jœ œ
And, too,

˙ œ œ
œ œ

.œ J‚
4 12

.œ jœ
I

˙ œ œ
œ œ

.œ J‚

V

V

b

b

60

œ œ
won dered

60

˙ œ œ œ œ
.œ J‚

˙

˙ œ œ
œ œ

.œ J‚

‰ œ jœ
if My

˙ œ
œ œ œ

.œ J‚

œ œ
Moth er's

˙ œ
œ œ œ

.œ J‚
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