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DEFEATING DEATH

My great-grandfather seemed so far remote.

Too vague to fancy him a life-like man.

He was some mystic figure, always old,

And never young, or given to the ways

Of life as you and 1, until at length

My Father pointed out a huge pecan,

Which he had planted in his passing year

As though he wished to live, defeating Death.
Frank C. Wallace

NOTES

It has been a tradition in my family that each child and grandchild will receive
our grandfather's diary on their fiftieth birthday. His 365 days of entries was kept
in his fiftieth year: 1937. On my recent fiftieth birthday, I eagerly awaited the
arrival of this document from my brother, which was duly received. To my
amazement, however, on the soon to follow Christmas, I also received from my
sister a manuscript and edited book of poetry with the title, FATHER SAID:. I
had attempted to read a gleaning of his works published posthumously by my
grandmother, but had always found the style antiquated, and I was not a poetry
buff by nature. However, the raw nature of these two versions of the same effort
immediately intrigued me. To see his handwriting and corrections, as well as his
magnitude of thinking, was a treasure. I must confess the fascination I felt at the
visual stimulus of seeing his name [my name sake] proudly printed on the
frontispiece as well as all over the neatly trimmed envelopes on which many of
the poems had originally been written; this was, after all, the Great Depression.

The other fact which caught my attention was reference to the age of his father,
putting his birth in the mid 1840s, and the poem DEFEATING DEATH,
referencing his great grandfather, someone unknown to me, but easily birthed in
the 18th century, and yet so close to me by witness of this strange and beautiful
document in my hands.

While the title itself may not be "politically correct” at this point in time, the
sentiments are universal, if not in reality, certainly in everyone's dreams. The
format is in fact a vehicle for expressing not so much the exact words of his
father, but rather his own philosophy and beliefs in what creates a beautiful and
worthy life, much of which came from their experiences in the young pioneer life
of Texas. There is great charm in these images of life on the prairie, but I have
chosen to use poems for this song cycle that emphasize the universal rather than
the specific.

SHORT VERSION
My recommendation for a condensed version of the cycle,
should time demand, is: I, II, VI, VII, IX, X, XII
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lll. Sand Dunes
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V. The River
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VI. Climbing Cliffs
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The Taste
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