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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact:  Frank Wallace  603-588-6121

For more information, visit www.frankwallace.com
Composer/Guitarist Frank Wallace Performs New Works
Recently described as “an authentic expressive voice” by Fanfare Magazine, composer/performer Frank Wallace has created "... a brilliant collection of new repertoire” [Guitar Review].  He is the winner of the 2001 and 2006 New Hampshire Council on the Arts Fellowship Awards and has written over 80 songs for voice and guitar in the past five years.  His CDs on the Gyre label have been praised for their "...elegant virtuosity and Gyre's gorgeous sonics..." [www.classicstoday.com]  Wallace, member of the internationally acclaimed Duo LiveOak, will perform his new works for classical guitar and voice at the VENUE____________in LOCATION           on DATE          at TIME.  Tickets are ______ at the door.  Call ___________ for reservations and further information.
As poetic reflections on his own passionate journey through life, Wallace’s compositions are a refreshing departure from the standard repertoire.  With influences ranging from Dowland, Schubert, Britten, Ravel and de Falla, his decades-long immersion in early music, and his love of popular American music, Wallace explores universal themes:  young love, the birth of a child, and the well-earned wisdom of age.  Wallace’s concerts feature virtuosic solos and he self-accompanies his own baritone voice.  

His many works for voice and guitar include Father Said: (16 songs for baritone and guitar), a major contribution to the growing body of art song with classical guitar; Speak Love, seven songs on the poems of San Francisco poet Henriette de Saussure Blanding; Voices in the Dark for lute and medium, voice.   Wallace has also written many works for his wife and partner, mezzo-soprano Nancy Knowles, with whom he performs as Duo LiveOak.  Father Said: is a group of extraordinarily intimate vignettes of the life of an early American family and its connection to nature, a powerful combination of the profound nineteenth century folk wisdom of Wallace’s great-grandfather Joel Sylvanus Wallace, as remembered in the elegant twentieth century poetry of grandfather Frank C. Wallace, set to the compelling twenty-first century compositions of his musician namesake, Frank A. Wallace.  “Shall I / Fret at the summer sun when it distills / The nectars in the lush Elberta peach / For me?”  His stout independence proclaims in Ingenuity – “He found no shade, but made his own, / So shade and shine he had together; / He turned his back to break the sun, / Or face it, so to change his weather.”  


BIOGRAPHY

Frank Wallace’s compositions for guitar, lute and voice are the fruit of a colorful career in music that has been unlike any other of his generation of guitarists.  Two-time winner of a New Hampshire Council on the Arts Fellowship Award, Wallace has distinguished himself not only as a dynamic soloist and accompanist on classical and romantic guitars, but he is also recognized as a master of self-accompanied song.  With his rich baritone he sings and plays lute, romantic and classical guitars in the solo songs of renaissance Italy and Spain, Elizabethan England and Schubert and the complex textures of his own compositions with equal attention to the subtleties of melody, words, and accompaniments.  

Wallace’s debut recording of his own compositions, Frank Wallace-his own new works (Gyre 10012), won him a 2001 Artist Fellowship Award from the Arts Council of New Hampshire.  As an outstanding young classical guitarist from San Francisco Conservatory in the 70’s, Wallace joined the guitar faculty at New England Conservatory, while also studying and performing early music with Marleen Montgomery.  He has performed for decades on concert series both here and abroad, at many of the leading music festivals including Utrecht, Regensburg, Barcelona and Boston, and has performed, lectured and taught at the Guitar Foundation of America Festival and a number of Lute Society of America Seminars, the Holland Festival/Utrecht, and at Amherst Early Music.  Wallace tours with soprano Nancy Knowles as Duo LiveOak and records and publishes exclusively for Gyre Music, which released three CD in 2004: Woman of the Water, songs of Frank Wallace; Delphín, vihuela solos of 16th century Spain; and Sketches, the second album of his works for solo guitar.

Classical Music Listing
Who:               Composer/Guitarist/Baritone Frank Wallace 
What:              Classical Guitar Recital
When:              
Where:            

Cost:                
Reservations:            

Recently described as “an authentic expressive voice” by Fanfare Magazine, Frank Wallace has created "... a brilliant collection of new repertoire” [Guitar Review].  He is the winner of the 2001 and 2006 New Hampshire Council on the Arts Fellowship Awards and has written over 80 songs for voice and guitar in the past five years.  His CDs on the Gyre label have been praised for their "...elegant virtuosity and Gyre's gorgeous sonics..." [www.classicstoday.com]

REVIEWS
“What appeals to me about the disc is how well these influences are integrated into a varied and fairly eloquent language free of jarring incongruities, how consistently it displays an authentic expressive voice, and how high a standard of musical interest is maintained throughout the entire program...Wallace performs these pieces with flawless technical proficiency."

Walter Simmons, Fanfare, Nov/Dec 2005  read more 
"This is a truly exceptional disc!"   
James Read, Soundboard Magazine, 2005  read more
"... a brilliant collection of new repertoire performed by its composer, who happens to play with equal amounts of grace, sensitivity, and virtuosity." 
Stephen Griesgraber, Guitar Review, 2001   read more
"...elegant virtuosity and Gyre's gorgeous sonics..."
Jed Distler, classicstoday.com    read more
"The breadth of his musical activity recalls an earlier age, when a complete musician engaged in a broad range of creative activities as a matter of course...Wallace's music is exciting, unpredictable, and fresh..."
Steven Rings, American Record Guide, 2001    read more
”contemporary musical emancipation...further proof of the meaninglessness of such terms as ‘classical and ‘pop’.”
NewMusicBox.org
 

“long-lined, lyrical melody...a fascinating array of styles and influences”
ClassicsToday.com  

 










